
 

End of Term 
Having reopened Lochside Academy in early August, 
already we have reached the end of the first term this 
session!  It has been a very different term, learning to 
live with Covid-19, as you will be aware from the 
Parent & Carer Updates I have been sending out over 
the last 9 weeks and a very different school for 
learners as we all adjust and change to manage the 
impact of Covid-19 global pandemic. 

A key focus for us in school this term has been to work 
tirelessly to ensure that the emotional, social and 
mental wellbeing of our young people has been 
nurtured and supported.  With the support of 
parents, carers and our partner organisations, we 
have achieved this and many other things during the 
term.  So as we approach the end of the term, I 
wanted to provide you with not just an update on 
activities that we must undertake for public health 
moving forward, but share with you some of the 
highlights in school that have taken place this term. 

Therefore can I take this opportunity to say “thank 
you” to our young people, parents, carers, partners 
and the staff of Lochside Academy for the pivotal role 
all have played during the unfolding and complex 
situations that Covid-19 has released on school to 
ensure that Lochside Academy provides an excellent 
culture for young people to develop as inspiring 
individuals.  Together we are outstanding!  Have a 
great holiday break. 

Neil Hendry, Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

October Holiday Fortnight 

Monday 12th October – Friday 23rd October 2020 

Please be aware that all Aberdeen City schools, 
including Lochside Academy will be closed for the 
October Holiday fortnight on the dates indicated 
above.  Not withstanding the current Covid-19 
restrictions across the country, we hope that all 
pupils, staff and families keep safe and have an 
enjoyable two week break. 
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Outdoor Jackets for Outside 

Weather Conditions 
As we look ahead to next term, the weather 
conditions for being outside school before the start of 
the day, during morning break and lunch break are 
typically not good and usually cold and damp.  We 
encourage all parents and carers to ensure that your 
child(ren) attend school suitably clothed for the 
weather conditions every day wearing an outdoor 
jacket.  One of our school values is ‘equity’ and we 
strive to ensure that money is not a barrier to any 
child attending school suitably clothed.  With that in 
mind, we are fully aware that purchasing an outdoor 
jacket may be financially difficult for some families.  If 
you are in receipt of a clothing grant, please enquire 
at school about the possibility of the school donating 
a jacket to your child or supporting the purchase of a 
jacket by calling the school office / your child(ren)’s 
Principal Teacher of Guidance. 

 
School Captains 

Following a real-life application and interview process, 

we are delighted to announce our School Captains for 

the Year 2020-21 as Charlotte Coull and Zoe Will-

Cowie.  School Captain is a crucial role in leading the 

Senior Prefect Team.  The Candidates were interviewed 

on the strength of their application which evidenced 

leadership potential as well as being good role models 

to other students in school, and contribute effectively to 

the ethos and life of the school.  The overall standard of 

interviews was excellent from the 10 candidates and all 

applicants were a credit to the school and 

themselves.  Charlotte and Zoe were outstanding 

candidates who are already starting to make an impact 

in this role.  Congratulations to both!     

 

 

 

Adverse Weather 

Arrangements in school 

On some occasions when the weather is very bad on 
any given day, we have made arrangements for 
children to be supervised by staff volunteering in large 
ventilated spaces inside school during lunchtimes.   

The ‘Adverse Weather Arrangements’, in short are: 

1. A decision will be taken on any given day prior to 

lunchtime if our ‘Adverse Weather 

Arrangements’ are going to be operational. 

2. Pupils will be notified by staff prior to lunchtime 

when ‘Adverse Weather Arrangements’ operate. 

3. Pupils will be released from classes as normal at 

the end of the period prior to lunchtime.  Pupils 

having lunch in school should proceed to the 

canteen as normal.  Once pupils have finished 

eating their lunch they are required to leave the 

school building but will have the option of 

locating to a designated supervised space in 

school: 

➢ S1 – Assembly Hall 

➢ S2 & S3 – Sports Hall but in year bubbles 

➢ S4 – Small Sports Hall 

➢ S5/6 – Canteen Area 

4. Pupils are permitted to eat their lunch in 

supervised spaces and bins will be provided for 

depositing waste. 

5. Pupils accessing halls will be required to sit on 

the floors whilst socially distancing and wearing 

face masks. 

6. Pupils will not be allowed to leave their hall once 

they have entered to minimise movement in 

school. 

7. Access to supervised spaces will close 15 mins 

before end of lunchtime. 
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School Ties 
Lochside Academy pupils can now, once again, wear 
school ties as part of their school uniform since this 
was suspended because of Covid-19 rules. 

Pupils and students who wish to purchase a new 
school tie to wear with their school uniform can 
purchase one direct from the main reception office in 
school.  Payment for school ties can only be made by 
cheque payable to Lochside Academy.  The cost of 
each tie is £4.95. 

If it is not possible for you to purchase a tie by cheque 
then please contact the school to discuss a possible 
alternative. 

 

 

Black History Month 

 

Much has featured in the news, sport and social media 
in recent months regarding the #BlackLivesMatter 
protests around the world.  The Scottish school 
curriculum is orientated towards global citizenship and 
ensuring that individuals have a good knowledge and 
understanding about Black history, heritage and culture 
– as part of understanding racism and standing in 
solidarity against it.   

During October 2020, pupils in our History classes will be 
spending time investigating the experiences, 
contributions and achievements of Black people across 
time as part of Black History month. Young people will 
be learning about the role of different Black individuals 
in the past; from medieval Scotland, to World War One, 
to the fight for female suffrage. We will also be 
discussing how and why Black history has often been 
overlooked, and what we can do to help inspire change.  
Black History Month is an excellent platform to engage 
young people in studying History and understanding 
stories from a wide range of people and perspectives.  
We will hopefully be able to share some of our pupils’ 
work and findings in a future Parent & Carer Update.  
Watch this space…. 

 

S3 World War 1 Topic 

S3 classes have been engaging with their World War 

One topic by carrying out research about ‘Life in the 

Trenches for Soldiers’, many of whom were Scots. They 

have recently been creating model trenches to get a 

better understanding of what trenches were actually 

like and have been presenting them to some S1 and S2 

pupils. S3 pupils will receive an award from the Heritage 

Heroes group that partner with Archaeology Scotland.  

Congratulations to all pupils in receiving awards. 
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Study Classes 

We are pleased to announce that we have recently 
started study classes for senior phase pupils in school 
subject to certain protocols being followed by pupils 
and teaching staff in line with public health guidance 
and our school’s risk assessment.  The format of study 
classes in school at present are operating within the 
following protocols:   
 

 

 
Being able to offer these study classes by teaching staff 
volunteering during lunch times and after school is 
something that senior phase pupils must take 
advantage of.  Attending study classes has a 
demonstrable impact on raising attainment therefore 
please encourage your child(ren) to speak to their class 
teachers about these opportunities.   
 
The current schedule of senior-phase study classes 
operating is provided here for your information: 
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Peace Day 
Monday the 21st of September was International Peace 
Day.  As well as aiming for a reduction in violence in 
areas of conflict, Peace Day is also about reducing 
violence in our homes, schools and communities.  At 
Lochside Academy, we spent the day focusing lessons 
on the theme of peace, with the aim of raising 
awareness of the value of peace. 

In English S1-3 pupils were writing ‘Peace Poems and 
Sentences’ many of which were very moving and now 
displayed in the canteen.  S1 pupils in RMPS had been 
busy making origami paper cranes in honour of peace. 
Some of these were used to create a lovely display in the 
library.  The rest of the cranes (1000 in total) will be sent 
to Hiroshima Peace Park where approximately 10 
million cranes are sent every year from schools all over 
the world to decorate the Children’s Peace Monument.   

The weather was kind to us, with glorious sunshine, 
which meant that pupils could get involved with a 
variety of outdoor lunchtime activities, highlighting the 
power of sport and dance in the promotion of peace. 
There was a particularly good turnout for the ‘One Day 
One Goal’ football tournament organised by Mr 
Pennycook and Mr Jamieson. Others chose to get 
involved in ‘One Day One K’ which saw pupils walking or 
running 1K.  Many pupils also signed up to take part in 
‘One Day One Dance’ which has seen thousands of 
people all over the world dancing on Peace Day, from 
flash mobs in Lithuania to school performances in Russia 
and Kenya.   

This year pupils from Lochside joined in the fun with 
Miss Smith and Ms McDonald leading the way.  DJ’s 
from all over the world come together in a celebration 
of music and peace on this special day.  Our very own 
resident DJ, S4 pupil Murray Scott, put together a ‘Set 
for Peace’ which was broadcast across the canteen and 
playground during lunch. The music was enjoyed by all, 
creating just the right vibe for such a sunny day.   

Finally, pupils were invited to take the ‘Peace Day 
Pledge’.  The aim of the pledge was to decrease online 
hate speech, racism, bullying and ridicule on Peace 
Day.  Pupils took a selfie in front of one of the pledge 
boards and then posted the selfie to social media with 
the following pledge: “On Peace day I will speak words 
of love, forgiveness, calm, mutual respect and civility.  I 
pledge not to engage with others online in a way that 
spreads hate, racism, bullying, ridicule or revenge.”  All 
in all, the day was a great success! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
#CyberNonViolence 
#OnlineNonViolence 

#PeaceDay20 
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School of Football Trials 
We were delighted to hold our Trial sessions for the S1 

School of Football group.  The School of Football is an 

SFA delivered programme which last for 2 years and 

operates within the pupils S1 and 2 curriculum.  The 

programme is designed to support young people 

through football to develop young people’s attainment 

and achievement at Secondary School.  The standard of 

player was very high and the effort and work rate from 

all was outstanding.  The programme will be up and 

running after the holidays.   

 

 

 

Grassroots Soccer 

Mindset Programme 
Mental Health & Wellbeing has been uppermost in our 
mind following the prolonged period of school 
closure.  Our Guidance Team have been delivering PSE 
lessons to all pupils on wellbeing  and have supported 
our S1 pupils in undertaking the Grassroots Soccer 
Mindset Programme with Aberdeen FC Community 
Trust.  This term six classes are currently participating in 
this programme and the rest of S1 will benefit from this 
next term.  The Targeted Support Team have provided 
daily H&WB input for all our Teachers to engage our S1 
– S3 pupils through delivering the Resilience 
Alphabet.     There are a range of supports in place and 
available,  to help our learners who have found recent 
events difficult.  If your child needs support please 
encourage them to speak to their Guidance Teacher. 

 

Dates for diary 
October 

Mon 26 Oct   :     Term starts 

November 

w/b Mon 2 Nov   :  S4/5/6 Tracking Reports issued 
w/b Mon 2 Nov   :  S1 Tracking Reports issued 
Fri 20 Nov   :  In-service Day (School closed to pupils)  

December 

w/b Mon 7 Dec   :  S3 Summative Reports issued 
w/b Mon 14 Dec   :  S2 Summative Reports issued 
Fri 18 Dec   :   Term ends at 2.55pm 

January 

Mon 5 Jan   :  Term start



 


