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General Information 
 

In their S1 and S2 pupils gained experience in all the curricular areas of the Broad General 
Education. 

S3 is the final year of this junior phase of the Curriculum for Excellence. Pupils should now 
start to think about the subjects which they would like to continue to study in more depth, 
and where they can improve on the skills and knowledge gained in S1 and S2. 

All pupils will study: 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies 

 Physical Education 

 Personal and Social Education 

In addition, pupils will be required to choose an additional 5 subjects. 

Careful consideration should be given to ensure that sufficient breadth is maintained across 
their learning by following subjects across a range of curricular areas. The colour coding in 
this booklet will help with this. 

When considering subjects, pupils should also take into account their proposed career 
pathways. 
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How to Make Your Choices 

Information on planning and choosing your S3 subjects is widely available in the current 
school.  You can talk to subject teachers/Faculty Heads as well as Guidance Staff and the 
Careers Adviser.  It is very important that you do discuss your future career plans to make 
sure that you can progress into the appropriate courses in future years. 

It would also be useful to consider the progress you have made in subjects studies so far. 
You could look at recent tracking reports to help you to do this. 

It is strongly recommended that S3 pupils continue to study subjects at which they have 
performed best throughout S1 and S2. 
 
Details of the courses on offer for S3 are contained later in this booklet. 

 

Completing the Course Choice and Career Pathway Planning Form 

To help you make the best choices read the information in this course choice booklet 
carefully. It tells you about what assessments to expect, course content as well as 
homework and progression routes for further study. 

 Start by thinking about the subjects you wish to continue to study in S3. 

 Look for your subjects on the S3 Subjects sheet and identify in which columns your 
subjects will run. 

 Write the name of the subject and your intended level of study alongside the correct 
letter in the S4 Subjects box. 

 You must choose one subject from each of the columns C, D, E, F and G. 

 You cannot choose the same subject for two columns. 

 You should then complete the other boxes to show your future plans for S4/5/6 and 
your intended career. 

 Sign and date the form, ask a parent or guardian to do the same then return the form 
to your Guidance Teacher. 

Late submission of the Course Choice and Career Pathway Planning Form may result in 
your course requests being considered after those of other pupils. 
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Art & Design  

Content 

All pupils will be exposed to Design and Expressive Activities: One, or more units, in 

Expressive and one or more in Design. One further unit will be attempted that will encourage 

research into artists and designers relevant to pupils practical units. The Expressive unit(s) 

may involve drawing, painting, printing and sculpture within the topics of Landscapes and 

Still Life. The Design units may involve investigating and problem solving in relation to the 

design world within the disciplines of graphics, architecture, product or fashion.   

At all parts of the course there will be an element of pupils’ choice, in the themes they study 

or the way they put across their ideas and even within the artists and designers that they 

chose. Overall there will be an increasing emphasis on quality and depth of pupil responses 

in their practical work and written studies. 

Skills 

Pupils will develop a range of specific and general skills, in particular: 

 Further development in the use of media and in the use of the visual elements.  

 Creativity and problem solving when ‘designing and creating’. 

 Observing & recording, investigating & researching, analysing & evaluating. 

 The use of technology within the Art and Design curriculum.  

 Confidence, time management and organisation. 

 Literacy and numeracy. 

Assessment 

Ongoing and will track progress and ensure improvement. It will take the form of: 

 Presentation of practical folio  work along with written comments on pupils own work 
and that of artists and designers 

 Holistic assessment of pupil folio evidence 

 Self-assessment in the form of subject diaries and evaluations 
 

Homework 

Evidence of homework completed out with class time is encouraged.  Although not a 

structured homework programme, pupils will be expected to extend their studies to increase 

their depth of learning.  This can be done at home or within the school day, at lunchtimes or 

after school. 

Progression  

Pupils will engage in a programme of work that ‘equates with’ and ‘feeds into’ certificated 

courses in S4, namely National 4 and National 5 Art and Design. The works produced can 

help to supply pupils with the necessary skills and sometimes evidence that could be used 

as the building blocks for these certificated courses.  
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Drama 

Content 

Learners will complete 4 units within the academic year. The units are designed to provide 

opportunities for pupils to develop creating and presenting skills. Learners will develop 

critical thinking skills as they investigate, develop and apply a range of drama skills. 

Unit 1: Blood Brothers: Learners are required to work collaboratively with others to block, 

rehearse and present scenes from the text. Learners engage in research and begin to 

develop an understanding of how the social and economic background of a text can 

influence their performance. 

Unit 2: Let him have it: Learners have the opportunity to explore a real life issue through 

drama by debating the case of Derek Bentley. A mock trial is set up with pupils performing in 

various roles, using appropriate language.  

Unit 3: Face: Learners use the text Face to devise scenes which demonstrate prejudice 

behaviours. This is then further explored through characterisation exercises such a thought 

tunnel and hot-seating. 

Unit 4: Macbeth: Learners begin to develop knowledge of Theatre Arts through performing 

extracts from Macbeth. Pupils have an opportunity to perform and to also engage in a 

production role throughout this unit.  

Throughout each unit, Learners regularly engage in self and peer feedback. They will 

continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of Drama vocabulary. 

Skills 

Learners will develop a range of skills in this course, in particular: 

Confidence, Commitment, Communication, Patience, Creativity, Problem Solving, Flexibility, 

Team work, Time management and Organisation, Literacy and Numeracy, Evaluating and 

Analysing  

 

Assessment 

Ongoing formative assessment against CFE Level 3 and 4 outcomes including self and peer 

feedback will be part of learning to track progress and ensure pupils are moving forward. 

End of unit performances are also recorded and kept as evidence of pupil’s progression.  

Homework 

Learners are expected to revise over lines at home in preparation for performances. Pupils 

are also given a number of written exercises such as research, character cards and writing 

in role, to assist with the further development of their characters. 

Progression 

Each of the component units of the course, are designed to provide progression to the 

corresponding unit at National 4/5. 
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Music 

Content 

S3 pupils will have the opportunity to select two instruments or one instrument and voice to 

work on independently with teacher support. Pupils will develop their solo performing skills in 

particular, completing various assessments throughout the year in preparation for National 3-

5 courses. They will take part in regular self and peer evaluation. Pupils will also cover a 

broad range of Understanding music (Listening) topics to further develop their knowledge of 

musical concepts and styles. They will also experiment with a range of compositional styles. 

Units include:  

1. PERFORMING  

Choice of two instruments or one instrument and voice 

2. UNDERSTANDING MUSIC  

Listen to a wide range of music and develop the ability to identify stylistic features 

and describe compositional features of a piece of music. Learn music theory/literacy  

3. COMPOSITION  

Compile a folio of original compositions, arrangements or improvisations 

 

Skills 

Pupils will develop a range of skills in this course, in particular: 

 Confidence, Commitment, Patience, Creativity, Problem Solving, Coordination, 

Flexibility, Team work, Time management and Organisation, Literacy and Numeracy, 

Evaluating and Analysing  

 

Assessment 

Ongoing formative assessment will be part of learning to track progress and ensure pupils 

are moving forward. This will be recorded in their ‘Pupil Logbook’ by their teacher. As part of 

the class routines pupils will be asked to do regular self and peer assessment in their 

logbooks. Pupils’ performances will be recorded regularly and will be performed in front of 

their teacher or peers. Pupils will also complete small end of unit listening tests. 

Homework 

Pupils are encouraged to practice their selected instruments regularly at home or at lunch 

times/ after school in the department. Pupils are expected to complete theory / literacy tasks 

at home as well as revising musical concepts covered in class. 

Progression 

Each of the component units of the course, are designed to provide progression to the 

corresponding unit at National 4/5. 
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Hospitality 

Content and Skills 

Pupils will complete the following units of work during terms 1 and 2: 

 Food Hygiene 

 Nutrition & Healthy Eating 

 Practical Cookery Skills 

 Molecular Gastronomy and Food Science 
 

Pupils will complete the following units of work during terms 3 and 4: 

 Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes 

 Understanding Ingredients 

 Organisation of Practical Skills 

  
Assessment 

The following skills are assessed: 

 Knowledge and Understanding closed book assessment 

 On-going evaluation of work throughout each unit 

 Practical skills – Cookery examination  
 

Homework 

Homework may take the form of planning exercises, research, revision for written 

assessments and consolidation of practical skills through carrying out food preparation 

techniques at home. 

Progression to Senior Phase 

National 4/5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery 

National 4/5 Health and Food Technology 
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Health and Food Technology 

Content and Skills 

Pupils will complete the following units of work during terms 1 and 2: 

 Food Hygiene 

 Nutrition & Healthy Eating 

 Practical Cookery Skills 

 Molecular Gastronomy and Food Science 
 

Pupils will complete the following units of work during terms 3 and 4: 

 Food for Health 

 Food Product Development 

 Contemporary Food Issues 
 
Assessment 

The following skills are assessed: 

 Knowledge and Understanding closed book assessment 

 On-going evaluation of work throughout each unit 

 Food product development design brief  
 

Homework 

Homework may take the form of planning exercises, research, revision for written 

assessments and consolidation of practical skills through carrying out food preparation 

techniques at home. 

Progression to Senior Phase 

National 4/5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery 

National 4/5 Health and Food Technology 
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Physical Education 

Content 

The Physical Education elective course is an exciting opportunity for pupils who are 

interested in increasing the breadth and depth of their practical performance and 

knowledge in PE, Sport and Physical Activity. 

Skills 

The Course aims to enable the learner to: 

 Engage in physical activities, in preparation for a healthy and fulfilling lifestyle. 

 Build capacity to enhance effective performance through participation in 

physical activities and reflect on, and assess, performance. 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of the principles and factors 

underpinning and impacting on physical activity and performance. 

 Develop the skills, knowledge and confidence to organise and lead activity 

sessions 

 Plan and complete a personal training programme 

 Develop their ability to find, organise and use information 

 Develop understanding, analysing and evaluating skills 

 

Assessment 

Formative and summative assessment 

Teacher observation of practical skills 

Structured problem solving exercises 

Self and peer assessment 

 

Homework 

Pupils will be asked to carry out planning and research tasks and interpretation of 
resource based material. 
 

Progression 

The course will prepare pupils to progress on to studying Physical Education at 

National 4 and National 5 level. 
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Religious, Moral & Philosophical Studies 
 
Content and Skills  

World Religion 

Pupils will study one world religion and its impact, relevance and significance in the 

contemporary world.  This will include the study of some key beliefs and practices and the 

contribution these make to the lives of followers. 

Morality & Belief 

Pupils will examine one contemporary moral issue from both religious and non-religious 

perspectives.  They will be expected to come to their own conclusions about the morality of 

the issue and be able to support this opinion with reasons. 

Philosophical Issues 

Pupils will explore one philosophical question and consider contemporary and historical 

responses from religious and non-religious sources.  They will ultimately form their own 

conclusions to the question and be able to support their conclusions with evidence and 

philosophical argument. 

Assessment 

Assessment for this course will take a variety of forms including peer and self-assessment. 

Skills assessed will include describing, explaining, dealing with sources, analysis and 

evaluation. Work at this level is internally assessed.  

Homework 

Pupils will be expected to do some of the work in their own time.  All details will be posted on 

Google Classroom which pupils can access at home from any internet enabled device.  

Progression 

Success at Level 4 > recommended progression to National 5 RMPS 
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English 

Content 

Learners will study a variety of texts throughout the year. These include fiction, non-fiction 

and film. Learners will also further develop their writing skills, producing a number of pieces 

including personal, creative, persuasive and informative. 

Learners will be encouraged to work individually, in pairs and in groups to improve their 

language skills in a variety of situations. 

Skills 

Taking account of prior learning, all learners will have the opportunity to develop their 

communication skills through Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking.  

These 4 modes of communication are given equal importance in preparation for S4. 

Due to the nature of the course, skills in independent learning, problem solving and critical 

thinking will also be developed. 

Assessment 

Learners’ work will be assessed by the class teacher throughout the year, acknowledging 

strengths and identifying next steps from the significant aspects of learning within Reading, 

Writing, Listening and Talking. 

Peer and self-evaluation will be encouraged, where learners are able to acknowledge their 

own strengths and identify their own next steps. 

Homework 

Regular reading of a variety of texts is expected of all learners. 

Learners may be given homework which arises out of the ongoing work of the class. This will 
vary according to the unit of being done in the class and the effort the learner is making 
during class time. 

Progression 

A folder of evidence will be gathered during the course for each learner, where the class 

teacher can review their progress and identify the CfE Level they are consistently working at. 

This helps determine entry to the National 3, 4 or 5 course for S4.  

Attitude and effort are also taken into account when making this decision. 
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English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
 
Content 
  

This course is designed for bilingual learners whose first language is not English.   It 
focuses on the study of English within the context of ‘everyday life’, specifically: work, 
study, community and social situations. 

 

Entry to this course is normally by recommendation.  Individual circumstances are taken into 

account. 
 
Skills 
  

Pupils study and develop skills across 4 areas: 
 

 Writing 
 Reading 
 Speaking 
 Listening 

 
Assessment 
  

The 4 key skills are formally assessed on a termly basis. 

 
Homework 
  

Homework is issued weekly. 

 
Progression to Senior Phase 

  

ESOL is available for study at National 3, 4, 5 and Higher levels.  The level at which pupils 

are entered will depend on their level of English. 
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Modern Languages 

Content 

Courses in French or Spanish are offered in S3. Each has a similar structure: 

- Modern Languages for Life and Work Purposes 

- Personal language (daily routines, family, hobbies & interests, shopping, food & 

drink) 

- Healthy life styles  

- Employability (part time jobs, qualities & skills, CV writing) 

Skills 

- Talking and listening skills 

- Reading and writing skills (literacy) 

- Employability skills  

- Self-awareness 

- Confidence & resilience 

- Independent learning & problem solving 

- Cultural knowledge  

Assessment 

Assessments in S3 will mainly consist of vocabulary tests as well as tests which cover all 4 

skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

There are 7 SQA assessments in the Language for Life and Work course. Once passed, 

these give the candidate a total of 3 different qualifications.  

Homework 

Parents/carers can ensure that homework is completed by checking pupils’ homework 

diaries. If learners have access to the Internet at home they could spend some time on 

recommended websites to build up vocabulary and improve reading skills.  

Homework will involve mainly learning vocabulary but at some points also the completion of 

class work, specific worksheets, or the memorising of short items of prepared material. 

Pupils are expected to go over at home new words and phrases met in class. 

Progression 

Pupils can progress into S4 for the following: 

- National 4  

OR 

- National 5  
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Mathematics 

Content 

Pupils will study a further range of mathematical topics including algebra, geometry, number 

work and for some trigonometry. 

The level of work will depend on the topic and the prior progress of the pupil but most of the 

work will be at CFE levels 3 and 4 

 

Skills 

Pupils will learn successful study skills such as self-testing, interleaving and spaced practice. 

 

Assessment 

Regular weekly quizzes and termly assessment will be carried out to monitor progress 

alongside regular formative assessment within each class. 

 

Homework 

Small nightly homework will be completed and occasionally longer homework. 

 

Progression 

Pupils who complete the majority of the CFE level 3 outcomes and perform well in these 

assessments will continue on to National 4. 

Pupils who pass the National 4 numeracy and value added assessments will continue on to 

National 5. 
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Biology 

Content 

Units covered are:  

 Cell Biology,   

 Multicellular Organisms,   

 Life On Earth  

Skills 

The main aims of this Course are for learners to: 

 develop scientific and analytical thinking skills in a biology context 

 develop an understanding of the role of biology in scientific issues 

 acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of concepts in biology 

 consider applications of biology on our daily lives, as well as environmental and ethical 

implications 

Assessment 

Unit assessment 

All Units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis. SQA will provide external quality 

assurance, including external verification, to ensure assessment judgements are consistent 

and meet national standards. 

Course assessment 

National 4 courses include assessment of ‘added value’. The added value will be assessed 

in the Course assessment along with a short report and a practical investigation. 

Homework 

Homework will be given on a weekly basis. It will supplement work covered in class and 

develop problem solving skills. 

Progression to Senior Phase 

Pupils would progress to the National 5 Biology course in S4 if they have achieved the 

standards for National 4 Biology over the year. 
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Chemistry 

Content 

Units covered will be:  

 Chemical Changes and Structures,  

 Natures Chemistry, 

 Chemistry in Society 

Skills 

The main aims of this Course are for learners to: 

 develop scientific and analytical thinking skills in a chemistry context 

 develop an understanding of the role of chemistry in scientific issues 

 acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of concepts in chemistry 

 consider applications of chemistry on our daily lives, as well as environmental 

 and ethical implications 

Assessment 

Unit assessment 

All Units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis. SQA will provide external quality 

assurance, including external verification, to ensure assessment judgements are consistent 

and meet national standards. 

Course assessment 

National 4 courses include assessment of ‘added value’. The added value will be assessed 

in the Course assessment along with a short report and a practical investigation. 

Homework 

Homework will be given on a weekly basis. It will supplement work covered in class and 

develop problem solving skills. 

Progression to Senior Phase 

Progression from National 3 chemistry will be to National 4 Chemistry. 

Progression from National 4 chemistry will be to National 5 Chemistry. 
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Physics 

Content 

Units covered will be: 

1. Electricity and Energy  
2. Waves and Radiation  
3. Dynamics and Space 

 

Skills 

The main aims of this Course are for learners to: 

 develop scientific and analytical thinking skills in a physics context 

 develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues 

 acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of concepts in physics 

 consider applications of physics on our daily lives, as well as environmental and ethical 

implications 

Assessment 

All Units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis. SQA will provide external quality 

assurance, including external verification, to ensure assessment judgements are consistent 

and meet national standards. 

Course assessment 

National 4 courses include assessment of ‘added value’. The added value will be assessed 

in the Course assessment along with a short report and a practical investigation. 

All outcomes are completed under exam conditions. There is no SQA final written exam. 

 

Homework 

Homework is offered in varying amounts, on a weekly basis. 

 

Progression to Senior Phase 

 N5 Physics Course (S4) 

 N4 or N5 Course in another science subject 
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Science in the Environment   

Content 

Units covered are:  

 Living things,  

 Sustainable Lifestyles,  

 Managing an Environmental,   

 Area Force & Energy 

Skills 

The main aims of this Course are for learners to: 

 Engage pupils in practical scientific activities 

 Begin to develop scientific literacy  

 Recognise the use and value of science in the environment and how it affects 

everyday life.  

 Make scientifically informed choices 

 Tackle real-life situations involving science 

 Develop an awareness of resources and their responsibility and sustainable use.  

Assessment 

Assessment of this course will be completed continually throughout the lessons. Approaches 

to assessment will be: 

 Observations during practical tasks 

 Oral questioning during and on the completion of tasks 

Using projects/extended activities to assess outcomes 

Homework 

Homework will be given on a weekly basis. It will supplement work covered in class and 

develop problem solving skills. 

Progression to Senior Phase 

Pupils would progress to the National 3 Environmental Science, National 3 Biology, National 

3 Chemistry. 
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Geography 

Content 

The aim of the S3 courses is to develop pupils’ knowledge and 

understanding of Geography about people, how we live in, 

adapt to and change our planet. Pupils will cover a number of 

units from areas such as Physical Environments, Human 

Environments, Global Issues as well as developing a number of 

key Geographical skills. 

Skills 

Geography develops excellent transferable skills that are of use in a wide variety of careers. 

Within all three topics pupils will develop their numeracy skills by handling and creating a 

wide variety of data including bar graphs, pie charts and climate graphs and using this data 

to make informed decisions about complex issues including global temperature changes and 

rainforest destruction.  Pupils will develop their literacy skills by researching and completing 

concise reports, newspaper articles and diary entries in all aspects of the course.  

Throughout this course pupils will have the opportunity to build upon their geographical 

knowledge from S1 and S2 and improve their general knowledge about the world in which 

they live in.   

Assessment 

Assessment will be built in throughout the course taking a variety of formats from newspaper 

reports and climate graphs through to using ICT projects and group presentations.   

Homework 

Homework will be issued regularly and will take a variety of formats including questions, 

research tasks and projects.  On top of this pupils should be regularly reviewing course 

content using their notes, news articles and documentaries. 

Progression 

The skills and knowledge gained within the S3 course will set pupils up to progress onwards 

to National Geography and National Travel and Tourism. 
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History 

Content 

At least 2 key topics will be covered in S3 History. 

The first topic you will study in History will be the Holocaust. You will 

develop a range of research and critical analysis skills in order to 

discover what allowed Adolf Hitler to murder six million Jews. You will 

explore what life was like for the Jewish community under the 

oppression of the Nazis; life in the Ghettos and round off the course 

with the ‘Final Solution’.  

The second topic you will study in History will be the American Civil Rights Campaign. This 

unit will take you on a journey through time from Black American slavery through to Martin 

Luther King and President Kennedy. You will explore the pain, suffering, joy and elation as 

Black Americans struggled to break the chains of segregation and consider how successful 

they were in achieving equality. 

Skills 

History will challenge and improve your literacy skills in research, critical analysis and 

creating balanced arguments. 

You will also improve your numeracy skills through handling statistics to shine a light on the 

impact of events on our History.  

In addition, you will also be contributing to your understanding of health and wellbeing by 

discussing the importance of religious education; communication and the dangers of 

unchecked ambition. 

Finally, you will be developing skills that are highly desirable in the modern workplace: 

research, communication, effective arguing, using sources, balancing conclusions and 

working as part of a team. Skills specific to future National qualifications are also a key part 

of the S3 course. 

Assessment 

Assessment in History will take place in a variety of ways including both individual and group 

work, reports, research tasks and presentations. 

Homework 

Homework is regularly given in History, this can be in form of research tasks and projects, 

source based work as well as exam style questions 

Progression 

Progression to National 4/5 in S4. Studying History is particularly beneficial to pupils 

considering careers in law, primary teaching, secondary teaching, journalism, the Arts and 

business sectors like Human Resources. 
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Modern Studies 

Content 

Pupils in S3 Modern Studies will cover a number of 

units from areas such as International Issues, Social 

and Economic inequalities, World Powers as well as 

Influences on decision making both within the UK 

and globally. Within these areas some of the topics 

that will be looked at would include Terrorism and 

Skills 

Modern Studies allows for the development of a number of key skills including: 

 critical thinking 

 detecting exaggeration and bias 

 making and justifying informed decisions 

 comparing sources of information to draw valid conclusions 

 presentation skills 

 developing and communicating informed views 

 

Assessment 

Pupils’ progress will be tracked throughout the year using a variety of key pieces of work as 

well as by observing performance day to day in lessons. The main pieces of assessment 

include a research project with presentation, newspaper article and a test with exam style 

questions throughout, and at the end of the year intended to prepare learners for their 

transition to National level. 

Homework 

Homework will be issued regularly and will take a variety of formats including questions, 

research tasks and projects.  On top of this pupils should be regularly reviewing course 

content using their notes, news articles and documentaries. 

Progression 

Pupils will have the opportunity to progress to National Modern Studies where there will be 

the possibility to gain certification at National 4 or 5 level, depending on which level is the 

most appropriate for the learner. Pupils could also progress to other Social Subjects 

including History and Geography. 
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Business Management 

Content 

The S3 course covers a wide range of topics which give pupils an overview of important 

areas of Business Management.  The course encourages pupils to see how knowledge 

about Business Management can be applied in a real life context.  Topics covered include: 

 Starting up in Business 

 Types of Businesses 

 Customer Satisfaction 

 Functional Areas (including Marketing, Operations, HR and Finance) 

 Decision Making 

 Break-Even Analysis  

 External Factors  

Skills 

The S3 course focuses on a number of core skills that are transferrable across the 

curriculum.  Skills developed include: 

 Team work skills 

 Presentation skills 

 Research skills 

 Evaluation skills 

 Problem solving skills 

 ICT skills 

 

Assessment 

Assessment tasks are completed at various points throughout the course.  Pupils are 

assessed on their understanding of Business in Society and their digital literacy skills.  

Homework 

Homework tasks will be issued at regular intervals.  This may be a specific homework task or 

completing work started in class at home. 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve level 3 in Business Management can progress to National 4 Business or 

National 4 Administration & IT. 

Pupils who achieve level 4 in Business Management can progress to National 5 Business 

Management or National 5 Administration & IT or National 5 Accounting. 
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Computing Science 
 
Content 

The S3 course covers a wide range of topics which give pupils an overview of important 

areas of Computing Science.  The course will encourage pupils to take an analytical view of 

technologies at the same time as preparing them for National level courses.  Topics covered 

include; Emerging Technologies, Animation & Graphics, Python Programming, Databases, 

Internet Threats & Security Software, Computer Hardware, Web Page Creation, Wiki 

Creation and individual projects 

Skills 

The S3 course focus on a number of core skills that are transferrable across the curriculum.  

Particular emphasis is put on problem solving and building solutions, with pupils aiming to be 

able to accurately evaluate their own progress.  Skills developed include: 

 Analysis & Design skills 

 Problem solving skills 

 Evaluation Skills, 

 Literacy, digital literacy and numeracy skills 

Assessment 

An evidence task is completed at the end of each topic and submitted via Google 

Classroom.  Pupils are assessed on their understanding of Computing Science, 

technological developments in society and digital literacy skills 

Homework 

A homework task to be completed every 2 to 3 weeks.  Homework will be completed via 

Google Classroom and will be a mix of revision of previous work and preparation / research 

for future work. 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve level 3 in Computing Science can progress to National 4 Computing 

Science or to National Progression Awards in Computing, IT & Related Areas.  

Pupils who achieve level 4 in Computing Science can progress to National 5 Computing 

Science or to National Progression Awards in Computing, IT & Related Areas. 
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Design & Manufacture 
 
Content 
 
Pupils will develop their knowledge of design, materials and manufacture and the impact 
they have on society. Pupils will also develop the skills required to generate ideas, develop a 
design proposal and manufacture a working prototype of their chosen design. This will 
predominantly be done through project work where pupils must design and manufacture a 
product to meet a given brief. 
 
Skills 
 
Pupils will develop a range of core skills that are transferrable across the curriculum 
including the following: 

 Communication – including sketching and modelling 

 Practical craft skills 

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Research 

 Creativity 

 Analytical thinking 

 Problem Solving 

 Evaluation 

Assessment 
 
Project work will be assessed throughout the year. Pupils’ knowledge and skills in designing, 
manufacturing and evaluating as part of projects completed will be assessed. In S3 it is 
expected that the majority of pupils will be working at level 3 and 4.  
 
Homework 
 
Homework will be issued at regular intervals throughout the course. This may take the form 
of completing project work or specific homework tasks. This will take place when meaningful 
consolidation of learning done class can be carried out at home. 
 
Progression 
 
Pupils who achieve a level 3 in Design & Manufacture by the end of S3 will progress onto 
National 4 in S4. Pupils who achieve a level 4 by the end of S3 will progress onto National 5 
in S4. 
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Engineering Science 

 

Content  

The course allows pupils to develop an understanding of the impact of engineering on our 

society. They learn about the central role of engineers as designers and problem-solvers, 

able to conceive, design, implement and operate systems.  

Pupils will be expected to: 

 apply knowledge and understanding of key engineering facts and ideas  

 understand the relationships between engineering, mathematics and science  

 Learn about engineering concepts and solve engineering problems 

 

Skills 

The aims of the course are to enable learners to develop skills in the following: 

 Problem-solving 

 Analytical thinking 

 Design 

 Evaluation 

 Communication 

 Numeracy  

 Literacy 

 

Assessment 

Project work and tasks will be assessed throughout the year. Pupils’ knowledge and skills in 
the topics outlined above are assessed. In S3 it is expected that the majority of pupils will be 
working at level 3 and 4.  
 

Homework 

Homework will be issued at regular intervals throughout the course. This may take the form 
of completing project work or specific homework tasks. This will take place when meaningful 
consolidation of learning done class can be carried out at home. 
 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve a level 3 in Engineering Science by the end of S3 will progress onto 
National 4 in S4. Pupils who achieve a level 4 by the end of S3 will progress onto National 5 
in S4. 
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Graphic Communication 
 
Content 
 
Pupils will develop their skills and knowledge relating to a wide range of 2D/3D manual and 
computer graphics. The course is designed to allow pupils to develop the basic graphic skills 
and knowledge before applying these to a range of projects which should meet a given brief. 
Topics covered include the following: 

 Technical drawing and sketching 

 Design and production of promotional graphics 

 Computer-aided design (CAD) and 3D modelling 

 Manual and computer-aided illustration techniques 

 
Skills 
 
Pupils will develop a range of core skills that are transferrable across the curriculum 
including the following: 

 Communication – including drawing, sketching, illustration and desktop publishing 

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Creativity 

 Digital literacy/ICT 

 Evaluation 

Assessment 
 
Project work is assessed throughout the year. Pupils’ knowledge and skills in the topics 
outlined above are assessed. In S3 it is expected that the majority of pupils will be working at 
level 3 and 4.  
 
Homework 
 
Homework will be issued throughout the course when meaningful consolidation of learning 
done class can be carried out at home. This may take the form of completing project work or 
specific homework tasks. 
 
Progression 
 
Pupils who achieve a level 3 in Graphic Communication by the end of S3 will progress onto 
National 4 in S4. Pupils who achieve a level 4 by the end of S3 will progress onto National 5 
in S4. 
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Practical Woodworking 
 
Content   

The Course provides opportunities for learners to gain a range of practical woodworking 

skills and to use a variety of tools, equipment and materials. It allows them to plan activities 

through to the completion of a range of finished products in wood. 

 

Skills 

The aims of the course are to enable learners to develop skills in the following: 

 Woodworking techniques 

 Measuring and marking out on wood 

 Safe working practices in workshop environments 

 Practical creativity 

 Problem-solving 

 Numeracy  

 Literacy 

 

Assessment 

Learners will draw on, extend and apply skills they have developed during the course. This is 

assessed through a range of practical activities which requires the production of practical 

woodwork projects manufactured to given standards and tolerances. 

Assessment Criteria includes: 

 Accuracy in measuring and marking out 

 Quality of manufacture, assembly and surface finishing of products 

 Degree on independence 

 The ability to work safely 

In S3 it is expected that the majority of pupils will be working at level 3 and 4.  

Homework 

Due to the practical nature of this subject there is no formal programme of homework. 

However, there is an expectation that learners will attend at lunch-times in order to complete 

outstanding work where necessary prior to completion deadlines. 

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve a level 3 in Practical Woodworking by the end of S3 will progress onto 
National 4 in S4. Pupils who achieve a level 4 by the end of S3 will progress onto National 5 
in S4. 
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Practical Metalworking 
 
Content   

The Course provides opportunities for learners to gain a range of practical metalworking 

skills and to use a variety of tools, equipment and materials. It allows them to plan activities 

through to the completion of a range of finished products in wood. 

 

Skills 

The aims of the course are to enable learners to develop skills in the following: 

 Metalworking techniques 

 Measuring, marking out and machining metal 

 Safe working practices in workshop environments 

 Practical creativity 

 Problem-solving 

 Numeracy  

 Literacy 

 

Assessment 

Learners will draw on, extend and apply skills they have developed during the course. This is 

assessed through a range of practical activities which requires the production of practical 

metalwork projects manufactured to given standards and tolerances. 

Assessment Criteria includes: 

 Accuracy in measuring and marking out 

 Quality of manufacture, assembly and surface finishing of products 

 Degree on independence 

 The ability to work safely 

In S3 it is expected that the majority of pupils will be working at level 3 and 4.  

Homework 

There will be regular homework exercises in order to develop and consolidate aspects of 

knowledge & understanding. There is also an expectation that learners will attend at lunch-

times in order to complete outstanding work where necessary prior to completion deadlines 

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve a level 3 in Practical Metalworking by the end of S3 will progress onto 
National 4 in S4. Pupils who achieve a level 4 by the end of S3 will progress onto National 5 
in S4. 
 

 
 


